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Comet 73P/Schwassmann-Wachmann 3 has been monitored since January 3 to May
20, 2006. The goal of this campaign has been to characterize the different comet frag-
ments (C, B and E as initially planned). However, our efforts focused on the study
of the C and B fragments, the latter showing a highly variable activity and several
splitting events. Thus, it has been possible to study the evolution in time of several
fragments possibly giving hints about the material ejected from the nucleus during
these disruption events.

Optical broadband images (and long-slit spectroscopic measurements) were acquired
with the instrument CAFOS mounted at the 2.2 m telescope at the Calar Alto Obser-
vatory (CSIC-MPG) in Almeria (Spain).

For the brightest fragments, we present our results on the evolution of the dust produc-
tion rate (by means of the customarygfarameter), dust reddening, coma morphol-
ogy, gas production rates (CN, C2, C3, NH2), radial profiles of the dust brightness,
etc. Differences and similarities among the evolution and behavior of the different
fragments will be outlined.



