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Recent analyses have identified summer warming trends in Europe in recent decades,
culminating in 2003, when mean summer temperatures were exceptionally hot over
much of Europe. Mean monthly temperatures were very high in July and reached
record levels in both June and August 2003. In 2006, the mean monthly temperature
for July reached a record high. Our analysis of temperature observations shows that
the 2006 heatwave was located more to the north than in 2003, and particularly af-
fected the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France and Switzerland. The July 2006
anomalies were similar in magnitude to those of June and August 2003, but the dis-
crepancy between minimum and maximum temperature anomalies was larger in 2006
compared to both June and August 2003. For maximum temperature, the affected land
area was larger in 2006, making July 2006 the most anomalously hot summer month
ever measured in Europe.


