Geophysical Research Abstracts,
Vol. 10, EGU2008-A-06099, 2008
SRef-ID: 1607-7962/gra/EGU2008-A-06099
EGU General Assembly 2008
© Author(s) 2008

Historic and prehistoric landslides and rock falls in the
Bolonia Bay region/SW Spain
C. Grützner1, T.M. Fernández-Steeger2, K.R. Reicherter1, D. Müller1,2, L.
Rodríguez Bouzo3, P.G. Silva Barroso3
1 Neotectonics and Natural Hazards Group, RWTH Aachen University, Germany (contact:
c.gruetzner@nug.rwth-aachen.de), 2Department of Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology,
RWTH Aachen University, Germany, 3 Dpto. Geología, Universidad de Salamanca, Escuela
Politécnica Superior de Ávila, Spain

The identification and evaluation of triggering mechanism and dating of landslides is
an essential prerequisite for hazard and risk evaluation with regard to natural disasters.
This is even more important as the results from landslide investigations are relevant
not only for landslide hazard identification but also for earthquake risk evaluation and
paleoseismicity. For example the new Environment Intensity Scale - ESI 2007 initiated by the INQUA also uses secondary effects like landslides and rock falls to rate
earthquake intensities (Guerrieri & Vittori, 2007). The Bolonia Bay in the province of
Cádiz/Spain provides an excellent research area to investigate landslides and rock falls
triggered by gravitational/hydrological forces and earthquakes. Vertices from prehistoric and historic settlements like the ruins from the Roman city of Baelo Claudia are
located in the bay. Traces from at least two major earthquake events were identified
and dated (Silva et al., 2005). The bay is flanked by three small mountain ridges build
of flysch sandstones; San Bartolome, Sierra de la Plata and La Laja. Below the steep
rock faces, traces of rock fall events of all sizes and ages can be observed. At the slopes
below steep walls, single blocks with the size of up to 600 m3 and events with runout
distances of up to 1 km can be observed showing the character of rock avalanches.
Some large flat laying landslides can be identified at the slopes below the La Laja
ridge, described by Silva et al. (2005 and 2006). The ruins of Baelo Claudia also
show impacts from shallow-seated landslides. Dating of both, mass movements and

earthquake damages, is in progress. The geodynamic and geological setting yields the
potential for earthquake triggering as well as for gravitational/hydrological triggers,
so the correct classification and dating of the events is important for a qualified hazard
analysis. Extensive field mapping was conducted to map the runout distances and sizes
of single rock fall events. Ground Penetration Radar (GPR) was applied at the slopes
below the mountain ridges in order to identify hidden rock fall events and to determine
the thickness of the debris cover at the foot of the rock walls. GPR profiles were also
taken at several locations to determine the dimensions of potential landslide bodies
and to map soil thickness. The data show that the claystones are normally not deeply
weathered and the normal thickness of the clay rich soil is not more than 0.5 m. The
observed translational slides are normally thin and show quite long runout distances
compared to the slope angle. To clarify the triggering mechanisms, geotechnical back
analysis will follow in the future. The potential of rock falls to identify the trigger
mechanism and to date the events is regarded as suitable, while intensive fracturing
in the rock wall and weathering are the main triggering factors at least for smaller
rock falls, seismic shaking seams to provide the triggering forces for large events. Especially the long runout distances for even very large blocks support this idea. Also,
large rock blocks at the foot of San Bartolome mountain range with orientated, postrock fall carved tombs of visigothic times show post-deposition rotation. Phenomena
like this are often linked to earthquakes, especially as no indication for ground failure
or landsliding in the underlying very thin soil can be observed. Rock fall simulations
will be used to model the causative processes: earthquake or gravitational driven.
References:
Guerrieri, L. & Vittori, E. 2007. Intensity Scale ESI 2007. Memoria Descritiva de
la Carta Geologica d’Italia, 74. Servizio Geologico d’Italia, APAT, Rome. 41 pp.
http://www.apat.gov.it/site/en-GB/Projects/INQUA_Scale
Silva, P.G., Borja, F., Zazo, C., Goy, J.L., T. Bardají, T., De Luque, L., Lario, J. &
Dabrio, C.J. 2005. Archaeoseismic record at the ancient roman city of Baelo Claudia
(Cádiz, South Spain). Tectonophysics, 408, 129-146.
Silva, P.G., Goy, J.L., Zazo, C., T. Bardají, T., Lario, J., Somoza, L., De Luque, L.,
& González-Hernández, F.M. 2006. Neotectonic fault mapping at the Gibraltar Strait
Tunel area, Bolonia Bay (South Spain). Engineering Geology, 84, 31-47.

