Geophysical Research Abstracts,

Vol. 10, EGU2008-A-04603, 2008

SRef-ID: 1607-7962/gra/EGU2008-A-04603 ‘*
EGU General Assembly 2008 G

© Author(s) 2008

Entering into the “greenhouse century”: recent Swiss
record temperatures comparable to upper temperature
guantiles in a greenhouse climate

M. Beniston (1)

1) Chair for Climate Research, University of Geneva, Site de Battelle-D, 7 route de Drize,
CH-1227 Carouge, Switzerland (Martin.Beniston@unige.ch / Fax: +41 22 3790749)

Text of Abstract

This paper investigates the recent spate of record-breaking warm seasons that have
affected Switzerland in less than a decade and compares the seasonal statistics to those
simulated for a “greenhouse-gas” climate by the end of tié@intury. The peaks of
minimum and maximum temperatures observed during some the record seasons enter
well into the 25% - 75% temperature quantile range for the scenario climate simulated
by a set of regional climate models. The anomalously warm seasons allow a “preview”

of conditions that may occur with greater frequency in the future. The use of current
data as a form of proxy for the future enables an assessment of the possible impacts
on the natural and socio-economic environments, and can help in considering possible
adaptation strategies to reduce some of the associated risks of climatic change.



