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Early in the 21st century, NASA launched a number of new sensors as part of the
Earth Observing System (EOS). At the time of launch there was much optimism that
these new sensors possessed features which would provide accurate and useful data
in terms of monitoring volcanic activity. Following an extensive examination of in-
frared imagery acquired from such sensors (namely ASTER and MODIS), it appears
that these sensors are not well suited for making volcanological observations for a
variety of reasons and fall short of this expectations. Based on these findings, which
are detailed with examples, possible improvements to the features of future sensors
are suggested. These, it is envisaged, would overcome many of the issues associated
with ASTER and MODIS and therefore allow for the provision of more reliable and
accurate infrared observations of volcanic surfaces.


