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MONITOR (Hazard Monitoring for Risk Assessment and Risk Communication), a
trans-national INTERREG IIIB Cadses project, aims at disaster management with fo-
cus on moni-toring methods and risk communication. Many areas have experienced
severe floods, landslides and forest fires and see themselves in constant threat from
natural disasters. Protection against natural disasters is thus an increasing challenge
for society. The magnitude of damaging events in the last decade clearly shows the
need for comprehensive and innovative risk management. The increase in quantity
and extent of extreme weather events may at least partially be attributed to climate
change, emphasising that solutions must be based on broad inter-disciplinary ap-
proaches across national borders.

For risk-management and early-warning purposes monitoring tools and appropriate
simula-tion procedures are indispensable. They have to provide necessary information
for risk evaluation and successful risk management. In this context the prevention of
damage is corre-lated with land-use planning. In endangered areas - with high pressure
on available land re-sources - controlling mechanisms, catastrophe precautions and
early-warning prevail. The methodological basis of the prevention measures is again
provided by risk analysis. MONITOR uses an integrative approach, considering the
viewpoints of all relevant groups, which can be seen as an important baseline for risk
communication.

The activities of MONITOR outline the project’s field of work. Analysis of risk per-
ception and state of risk management in a comparison study provide the base work
within MONI-TOR. Comparison of risk monitoring methods, differentiated by risk



quality and risk quantity as well as by differing legislative and organisational environ-
ments are covered by another working step. This contains best-practice methods for
the implementation of monitoring methods on the basis of criteria of costs, reliability,
quality, physical stability and re-usability as well as adaptability to other applications.
To optimise the information flow in co-operation with the responsible institutions,
evaluations of instruments of risk communication will be adjusted to different target
groups. The most important social groups identified are politicians, administration,
experts, directly affected population and media.

Regarding the European Spatial Development Perspective, MONITOR will specifi-
cally sup-port the diffusion of innovation and knowledge in accordance to risk ex-
posed regions. MONITOR aims at Integration of risk management activities at dif-
ferent national and organ-isational levels based on inter-disciplinary and participatory
approaches for supporting spatial planning and disaster management work-flows, im-
proving the methodology of risk-analysis and risk communication and supporting the
whole process of risk evaluation and especially risk communication by increasing
transparency and participatory approaches, leading the way to trans-nationally com-
parable standards. The implementation of the project is realized through an interdisci-
plinary partnership of Aus-tria, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Italy, Greek and Bulgaria.



