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This paper addresses the wildfire regime in Portugal. The wildfire regime is a col-
lection of fire attributes in a given ecosystem or region, such as: spatial and temporal
distribution and extent of the fires, duration, seasonality, return intervals, intensity, pre-
dictability, date of occurrence, fuels involved, etc. Wildfire regimes of a given biome
at regional or at country level can aid in further analyses of that area. Aspects of fire
regimes in different ecoregions have been documented for a number of areas, such as
Australia, USA, and Canada. The main objective of this work is to provide a com-
prehensive characterization of the fire regime in Portugal based on a recently updated
Portuguese wildfire database for the 26 year period, 1980-2005. This is an extensive
dataset of 450,000 fire records, comprising 3.0x106 ha burnt, or 35% of Portugal’s
total area. Over the period, the average was 47 fires and 316 ha burned per day, which
increases considerable if only summer months are considered. We combine the wild-
fire records (wildfire area, location, time, vegetation) with other Portuguese environ-
mental, socio-economic, and meteorological/climatological data, to better understand
the ‘cause/effect’ of different factors on the Portuguese wildfire regime.


