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The Pannonian basin represents an area of evolving topographic habitat strongly in-
fluenced by active tectonics and related differential vertical crustal motions. In this
contribution various examples are presented to highlight the nature and relative role
of processes affecting continental topography in the Pannonian region. These include
large-scale lithospheric deformation, recent reactivation of upper crustal shear zones
and ongoing basin inversion at different scales. Qualitative and quantitative analysis
of these processes holds the key to better understand the feedback mechanisms be-
tween neotectonics and surface processes. Of particular importance are the mapping
and 3D reconstruction of active tectonic structures, constraints on fault reactivation
potential and the seismotectonic habitat, tectonic controls on lake and river network
development, the temporal aspects and rate of crustal deformation, and, in addition,
the potential role of climate processes. With the aid of a range of observation tech-
niques, partly in international co-operation, these research objectives are targeted in
well selected study areas representing the most actively deforming parts in the cen-
tre of the Pannonian region. The status and results of these efforts, carried out in the
framework of the Topo-Hungary project launched to study tectonic topography in the
Pannonian basin, are presented and discussed.


