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F. Rudolf-Miklau (1), A. Ellmer (2), H. Gruber (3), J. Hubl (4), K. Kleemayr (5), E.
Lang (6), F. Schmid (7) , I. Schnetzer (8), C. Weber (9) , M. Wéhrer-Alge (10)

(1) Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management,
Marxergasse 2, 1030 Vienna, Austria (florian.rudolf-miklau@Ilebensministerium.at;
+43-1-71100-7333), (2) Austrian Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control, Headquarter of
Styria, Conrad v. Hétzendorf Stral3e 127, 8010 Graz, Austria (alfred.ellmer@die-wildbach.at),
(3) Austrian Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control, Headquarter of Upper Austria,
Schmidtorgasse 2/11, 4020 Linz, Austria (harald.gruber@die-wildbach.at), (4) University for
Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences Vienna, Peter Jordan Straf3e 82, 1190 Vienna,
Austria (johannes.huebl@boku.ac.at), (5) Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests,
Natural Hazards and Landscape, Rennweg 1, Hofburg, 6020 Innsbruck, Austria
(karl..kleemayr@uibk.ac.at), (6) Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests, Natural
Hazards and Landscape, Hauptstrale 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria (erich.lang@bfw.gv.at), (7)
Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, Marxergasse
2, 1030 Vienna, Austria (franz.schmid@Iebensministerium.at), (8) Austrian Service for
Torrent and Avalanche Control, Staff Office for Geoinformation, Stubenring 1, 1012 Vienna,
Austria (ingo.schnetzer@die-wildbach.at), (9) Austrian Service for Torrent and Avalanche
Control, Headquarter of the Upper Inn Valley, Langgasse 88, 6064 Imst, Austria
(christian.weber@die-wildbach.at), (10) Austrian Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control,
Headquarter of Vorarlberg, Rheinstral3e 32/4, 6900 Bregenz, Austria
(margarete.wohrer@die-wildbach.at)

In August 2005 Austria was subject to a series of severe flood disasters. Several
provinces (Styria, Tyrol, Vorarlberg) as well as the adjacent countries of Bavaria and
Switzerland were hit by intensive precipitation caused by a low-pressure area rotating
above the central Alps. Heavy rain falling on soils, already saturated with water, lead
to excessive run-off and flood waves in large alpine watersheds. In some regions show-
ers triggered lots of mass-movements on steep slopes (landslides, debris flows) (e.g.



in the region of Gasen/ Styria). Some flood events reached extraordinary dimension,
transporting huge amounts of gravel and debris and shaping the morphology of the
river bed (e.g. Paznaun Valley/Tyrol). Inmediately after the catastrophe the responsi-
ble Federal Ministry (BMLFUW) has ordered a comprehensive documentation of the
events. This study was the first survey (in the field of torrent control) of a nationwide
flood disaster in Austria so far. New standards for disaster documentation concerning
the investigation methods, the registration procedure and the data management were
introduced. The internationally developed procedure DOMOM&c(imentation of
MountainDisasters) was successfully used in a regular survey for the first time. The
registration of every single event was carried out by means of an online web-portal
integrated in the digital torrent and avalanche cadastre. The paper gives an overview
of the procedures and results of the 2005 disaster documentation in Austria and sum-
matrizes the strategic consequences for future natural hazard protection. It will be a
major goal to integrate disaster documentation as a standard procedure into the crisis
management immediately after torrent and avalanche disasters in Austria.



