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The authors introduce the status of the southern Hungarian Danube reach, and the de-
terministic processes which have lead to it. In frame of the study being carried out
since the early 90’s, the investigation of the direct and indirect effects of river regu-
lation took place, in relation to the main bed of the river Danube and its floodplain
as well – which supports a unique natural value and as such, is designated as Na-
tional Park, Ramsar site, IBA, SPA and Natura 2000 area. However, negative impacts
of human activities induced the slow agony of floodplain habitats, therefore the need
for technical intervention in order to improve natural conditions has risen. To form
a basis for planning rehabilitation measures, and later to follow up the effects of the
measures taken, thorough hydrological, morphological, hydraulic and ecological mon-
itoring activities were carried out. During the conceptual planning phase engineers
faced the problem of the definition of ecological targets, and different conflicts which
rose in relation to the various interests and expectations appearing in the area. The



authors would like to introduce the first phase of rehabilitation works carried out since
1998, and the methods and structures which were planned and implemented with the
wish to improve the spatio-temporal diversity of habitat conditions with minimal in-
tervention, taking into account different aspects such as those of forestry, ecotourism,
hunting, fishing, navigation on the main channel or the maintenance of flood safety.
The authors express the need for further refining ecological target definitions in order
to increase success and effectiveness of rehabilitation measures. Doubts and contra-
dictions encountered during data evaluation will be analysed, and as a conclusion,
recommendations on different elements of the comprehensive monitoring system and
futher planning will be given.


