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Statistical properties of many geoscientific data sets emerge as the only universal as-
pect of their behaviour. Among these properties scaling is an important feature that
can simplify the description and allow stochastic modeling of the data. The scaling
properties of the data set are often obscured by the presence of undersampled extreme
events - a particular problem for the PDFs with heavy tails. We examine structure
function techniques combined with data conditioning that allows the determination of
scaling exponents in geoscientific data, and compare with synthetic time series from
Lévy flights.



