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An accurate monitoring of snow cover extent (SCE) is itself a goal for the scien-
tific research of the Earth Systems. The most efficient mean of monitoring the SCE
is by remote observation from satellites. The MODIS snow cover products are one
of the many geophysical products derived from MODIS data. The improved spatial
resolution, snow/cloud discrimination capability and global coverage of the MODIS
made a significant improvement for the snow study. A validation of these products was
conducted for the entire territory of Romania in order to derive our own quality as-
sessment for these products. This validation began on 29th October and ended in May
2005 due to an unexpectedly long winter season. The main part of the study consisted
in a cross-validation between MODIS data and daily data from the meteorological
network stations. Conclusions were detailed for elevation levels, types of landscape
and percent of forest cover. Additionally, validations using ASTER high-resolution
imagery and SPOT-VGT S10 mid-resolution imagery were performed.


