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Cassini magnetometer observations during the
Huygens descent through Titan’s atmosphere
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During the eight-day quiet period leading up to and including the descent of the Huy-
gens probe through the atmosphere of Titan the Cassini Magnetometer instrument was
placed in a muted state rather than switched off so as to preserve the instrument off-
sets as well as to ensure that there was no activity on the spacecraft bus during this
critical period. However twelve hours of magnetic field data including the period of
the descent were stored onboard the instrument in snapshot mode. These observations
reveal that Titan was inside the Saturnian magnetosphere during the Huygens descent
through Titan’s atmosphere and this will allow an understanding to be gained of the
influence of the state of the magnetosphere on the upper atmosphere of Titan.



