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During the past decade a new generation of remote sensing instruments have been de-
veloped and deployed to study the mesopause region in unprecedented detail. These
observations have been combined with in situ and laboratory measurements and im-
proved numerical models to provide important new insights into the chemistry, dy-
namics, and thermal structure of the upper mesosphere. In this presentation we focus
on recent advances in characterizing the stability of the mesopause region and the in-
fluence of wave dissipation on the region’s thermal balance and constituent structure.
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