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Prestigious award for outstanding contributions to the development of meteorology in Europe 

Jean-François Geleyn receives EMS Silver Medal 

 

Berlin, 9 May 2011 – The European Meteorological Society (EMS) has chosen Prof.  Jean-François 

Geleyn as Laureate of the EMS Silver Medal 2011. He is honoured for his outstanding contributions to 

the fostering of cooperation among scientists in European countries. This has led to the development 

of a truly European meteorology community involved in numerical weather prediction (NWP). 

 

 

The Silver Medal ceremony, which includes a Silver Medal Lecture by the Laureate, will be held on 

Wednesday, 14 September 2011, during the EMS Annual Meeting and European Conference on 

Applications of Meteorology (ECAM) in Berlin, Germany. 

 

Jean-François Geleyn has played a key role in establishing pan-European projects, and has provided 

outstanding leadership as project manager and creative force behind such projects. In addition, he 

has made numerous and wide-ranging contributions to the development of the scientific and 

operational aspects of NWP over the past four decades.  

 

Among Jean-François Geleyn’s many contributions to the initiation and development of cooperative 

European projects, the most prominent is his commitment to the ALADIN project (a consortium 

cooperating on limited-area modelling now involving 16 countries). His fostering of cooperation with 

other European and North-African countries using the joint numerical weather prediction framework 

of Météo-France and ECMWF (IFS/ARPEGE), in his capacity first as International Coordinator then as 

Programme Manager, has been outstanding. In these roles Jean-François Geleyn supported many 

European countries in the development of the national meteorology community at large and 

specifically of national meteorological services.  

 



Jean-François Geleyn has co-supervised PhD theses in six countries, and has been or is still teaching 

at the Ecole Nationale de La Météorologie of Météo-France, at the Charles University in Prague, 

Czech Republic and as Guest Professor at the University of Gent in Belgium. His multiple teaching and 

supervision assignments illustrate his commitment to reaching out to young students and 

communicating his own experience first-hand. In addition, he has been, and still is, very active in 

communicating to a broader community the progress of NWP and the links between NWP and the 

basic physical laws. 

 

As well as his involvement in pan-European projects, the extensive list of Jean-François Geleyn’s 

research activities and publications demonstrates his versatility. For example, he was involved in the 

development of the radiative transfer model initially used in  the forecast system of ECMWF 

(European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts). This, together with his other contributions 

to ECMWF’s first model, had a significant impact on the good performance of the ECMWF medium-

range forecasts from the beginning. Other examples of studies, less NWP oriented, that paved the 

way for work that followed some two decades later were his pioneering work on the influence of 

surface albedo on medium range forecasts and the participation to the first impact study of a realistic 

worldwide climatology of aerosols on the main characteristics of the atmospheric circulation.  

 

The truly European aspect of Jean-François Geleyn’s work and this lifetime achievement is recognized 

through the Silver Medal of the European Meteorological Society. 

 

Jean-François Geleyn said “I feel tremendously honoured to receive this award. I see this also as a 

tribute to all my colleagues, in particular, but not only, within the ALADIN, RC-LACE and HIRLAM 

consortia, who were enthusiastic and supportive in developing such a truly international 

collaboration. The award is also a great personal stimulus to continue working with young people 

(such as those currently working within an EU-funded COST action) and see them strive and build on 

the pan-European networks that have been established in past decades. I hope that it will help me 

convince them that sound scientific competition is an excellent vehicle for win-win international 

collaboration, while a similar collaboration seen as a basis for competition between national 

organisational set-ups leads nowhere in the end. This path is sometimes difficult, but, when 

successful, even more gratifying, since you share achievements and there is no risk of a long-term 

backlash.” 



Note to editors: 

Jean-François Geleyn’s career. Jean-François Geleyn graduated from Ecole Nationale de la 

Météorologie, Paris, in 1973, and after positions in Mainz, Germany and at the ancestor of Météo-

France (DMN), he worked in the Research Department of the European Centre for Medium-Range 

Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) from 1976 to 1982. From 1985 he was leading the modelling activities 

in various positions at Météo-France. From 1991 he was the International Coordinator of the NWP 

Limited Area Modelling project ALADIN and was seconded to the Czech Hydrometeorological 

Institute from 2003 to 2009 as ALADIN Programme Manager. 

EMS Silver Medal. The EMS Silver Medal was established in 2008 to honour important contributions 

to the development of meteorology in Europe. The Award is presented annually. Candidates for the 

EMS Silver Medal are nominated by Member Societies and Associate Members of the EMS. The EMS 

Awards Committee, consisting of senior members of meteorological institutions in Europe, makes 

recommendations to the EMS Council for a final decision. Earlier recipients include Karin Labitzke 

(Germany), René Morin (France), Lennart Bengtsson (Sweden/Germany) and David Burridge (United 

Kingdom). 

EMS Awards Programme. More information on the EMS Awards Programme is available at 

www.emetsoc.org/awards/awards.php 

EMS Annual Meeting and ECAM. More information on the EMS Annual Meeting and European 

Conference on Applications of Meteorology (ECAM) 2011, 12-16 September 2011, in Berlin, is 

available at http://meetings.copernicus.org/ems2011/for_the_media/press_and_media.html.  

Registration for the Media is available online at 

http://meetings.copernicus.org/ems2011/for_the_media/press_pre_registration.html 

ALADIN. More information on ALADIN is available at  

http://www.cnrm-game-meteo.fr/aladin/spip.php?page=sommaire . 
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