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Welcome to our 
EGU General 

Assembly 2009
It is now the fifth year in a row  
that we convene in Vienna. Nev-
er before we had so many (more 
than 13000) abstracts submit-
ted. Our motto for this year is 
‘Geosciences is motion’. Major 
EGU 2009 topics and debates 
are related to our natural envi-
ronment and its current threats. 
Ample attention will be given to 
atmospheric science. As climate 
change impact has become 
more visible, current develop-
ments in the field are among 
the most important EGU 2009 
topics. Based on current prereg-
istrations, we expect an all-time 
record of over 9000 participants.
We can look back to a strong 
continuous increase in contri-
butions and attendants to our 
meeting during these five years 
in Vienna. When you read this 
it is my last day as EGU Presi-

This year’s theme:  
‘Geosciences In 
Motion!’
The field of Geosciences is 
rapidly moving, growing, re-
structuring and shaping itself 
as societal needs for our ex-
pertise increase. Never before 
have issues such as climage 
change, economic aspects, or 
safety issues gained so much 
attention. This is both a bless-
ing and a curse: The increased 
need for scientific understand-
ing of the geospace environ-
ment has vitalised both Eu-
ropean and national research 
programs. On the other hand, 
we as a scientific community 
must take very good care that 
we retain our scientific integ-
rity. As scientists, our task is 
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dent. With great pleasure and 
confidence I will hand over this 
position to Tuija Pulkkinen and 
serve our union for another year 
as Past President. I look back to 
an exciting and encouraging pe-
riod of growth of the union: Not 
only our annual meeting but 
also our journals and outreach 
activities with a big thanks to all 
of you who have made this pos-
sible. I wish you a stimulating, 
fruitful and pleasant scientific 
meeting and stay at our 2009 
General Assembly in Vienna.
Gerald Ganssen
EGU President

not to tell the society what to 
do, but to give the best pos-
sible scientific information. It 
is our responsibility to com-
municate our research re-
sults effectively. With these 
thoughts, I invite you to a 
fruitful week of presenta-
tions and discussions, both 
within your own field of re-
search as well as others. Enjoy!
Tuija Pulkkinen
EGU President Elect 

The Earth 
is on fire
The number and severity of 
forest fires worldwide is in-
creasing rapidly. This trend 
has focused attention on the 
role of fire in ecosystems and 
the effects of fires on eco-ge-
omorphic processes and wa-
tershed conditions. Post-fire 
erosion rates have significant-
ly increased in the past few 
decades due to coupled ef-
fects of the destruction of the 
vegetation, climate change, 
and physiochemical alterna-
tion in soil properties. Future 
climate change combined 
with increasing human influ-
ence - especially in fire-prone 
regions - are likely to further 

increase fire risk and the con-
sequent geomorphologic 
outcomes. Numerous inter-
disciplinary studies world-
wide are currently addressing 
this issue. 
SSS18/BG2.8/NH8.3, Mon-
day 15:30-19:00, Room 24
Convener: Lea Wittenberg

Climate change 
entering the 
mountains
How do mountain systems re-
spond to climate change? How 
does water scarcity in the Alps 
affect agriculture and tourism? 
Mountains are complex land-
scapes with rapid changeovers 
between water generation, stor-
age, evaporation and discharge 
operating at different spatial 
and temporal scales. With in-
creasing climatic perturbations 
and human induced processes, 

a good understanding of moun-
tain climate and water balance 
is essential. CR8.1/HS13.05, 
Monday 08:30-12:00, Room 
20. Convener: Daniel Viviroli

Is climate change 
influenced by so-
lar variations and 
geodynamics?
What is the effect of solar 
system processes on convec-
tion in Earth’s outercore? 
Also, do variations in solar 

activity affect the geomag-
netic field of planetary bodies?
And do these two possible rela-
tions have an effect on climate 
change? Today, these ques-
tions will be debated in a de-
bate dedicated to the memory 
of Rhodes W. Fairbridge. GB1, 
Monday 17:30-19:00, Room 28 
Convener: Silvia Duhau
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Today’s EGU 
Medal Lectures

Julius Bartels Medal 
Jean André Sauvaud
ML7, 15:30-16:15, Room 11

Sergey Soloviev Medal
Jochen Zschau
ML26, 13:45-14:30, Room 6

Looking for a 
new job? 
The EGU provides a wide ar-
ray of services. Post a one-
page summary of your CV 
at the vacancy boards in 
the exhibition area on the 
ground floor (Yellow Level).

The interplay 
of climate, tec-
tonics and the 
living world
Climatic and tectonic process-
es are closely interrelated.  De-
termining these interactions - 
deciphering the timescales in-
volved and assessing the im-
pact of these integrated signals 
on the biosphere - asks for a 
interdisciplinary approach. 
This session brings together 
geologists, paleoclimatolo-
gists, climatologists, biologists 
and paleontologists to discuss 
tectonics-climate-biosphere 
interactions in complex geo-
logic settings. 
CL30, Monday  
08:30-10:00, Room 27
Convener: Martin Trauth

Space Odyssey
“Geosciences in space” gives 
you a concise view of the 
multiple aspect of space as a 
platform for measurements, 
as an object for study, and as 
a political arena - highlight-
ed by a presentation from 
the European Space Policy 
Institute. The European 
Space Agency runs an ambi-
tious space-based Earth 
observation programme, 
which, while scientific in 
nature, also develops the fu-
ture European operational 
Earth observing facilities. 
Finally, a US perspective is 
given of space exploration 
and its applications to pro-
tect our space assets. 
US2, Monday 13:30-15:00, 
Room D
Convener: Tuija Pulkkinen

Tsunamis and 
earthquakes
Earthquakes and tsunamis 
have a profound effect on hu-
man societies. Using timely 
information from early warn-
ing systems, people can act 
directly to reduce the effects 
of such events. In the period 
directly following an earth-
quake, for example,  informa-
tion such as shake maps would 
be invaluable to disaster re-
sponse, management authori-
ties, and the forecasting of af-
tershocks. The current state of 
modern technology and sci-
entific knowledge allows the 
development of advanced ear-
ly warning systems. 
SM4.2/NH6.2, Monday 
15:30-19:00, Room 4
Convener: Jochen Zschau

Megacities: 
Air quality and 
climate impacts 
from local to 
global scales
The world’s population will in-
crease to 8.3 billion people within 
the next three decades and urban 
areas will accommodate nearly 
all of this projected population 
growth. Rapidly expanding ur-
ban areas lead to megacities 
with populations exceeding 10 
million inhabitants. These mega 
centres of human population di-
rectly relate to rapidly increasing 
energy demands and associated 
industrial activities, posing a se-

vere threat to the environment 
at various scales. Local air pol-
lution affects public health, vis-
ibility and urban climate. On a 
regional scale, release of aerosols 
and precursor gasses causes haze 
and acidic deposition.  Emission 
of long-lived greenhouse gases 
and aerosols from megacities 
are strongly influencing global 
climate change. AS3.8, Mon-
day 08:30-15:15, Room 12 
Convener: Luisa Molina

South Pole 
ozone hole
The ozone hole over the South 
Pole has not increased since 
the late 1990s. While there 
are currently no clear signs 
of beginning ozone hole re-
covery, this is actually good 
news: The patient is not get-
ting sicker. Up until recently, 
damage to the upper atmo-
sphere caused by the emission 
of fluorocarbons wasn't ex-
pected to return to pre-1980 
levels until 2065. Dr David J. 
Hofmann of the Earth Sys-
tem Research Laboratory in 
Boulder will reveal his latest 
findings today. He expects the 
South Pole ozone hole to re-
cover in the next 10-20 years. 
AS3.10, Monday 
17:45–18:00, Room 1
Convener: Geir O. Braathen

EGU Plenary
Monday 12:15-13:15, 

Room D. Chairs: Tuija Pulk-

kinen (President  Elect),

Gerald Ganssen (President)

Seeking fresh
talent?
Post a one-page summary of 
your job offer at the vacancy 
boards.  Three interview booths 
are provided where employers 
can meet potential employees. 
More information: http://
meetings.copernicus.org/
egu2009/job_posting.html




