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A Coastal Observatory has been operating since August 2002 in Liverpool Bay, Irish
Sea. Its four main measurement strands - fixed point time series (both in situ and
shore-based), regular spatial water column surveys, HF radar for surface currents and
waves, and an instrumented ferry - each addresses a different space or time scale.
Optimisation of the data measurement array is one of the observatory aims. Some of
the errors and uncertainties of the different methods, and how they can be utilised
by operational models, will considered with emphasis on the value of the HF radar
system.


