
Geophysical Research Abstracts,
Vol. 10, EGU2008-A-08764, 2008
SRef-ID: 1607-7962/gra/EGU2008-A-08764
EGU General Assembly 2008
© Author(s) 2008

EuroSITES: Integrating Europe’s deep ocean
observatories from the ocean interior to the seafloor
and subseafloor
R. S. Lampitt (1), K. E. Larkin (1), S. E. Hartman (1), M. R. Pagnani (1), D. S. M.
Billett (1), C. Berndt (1), V. Huehnerbach (1), S. Østerhus (2), K. Nittis (3), V.
Lykousis (3), G. Petihakis (4), V. Cardin (5), F. Brunetti (5), R. Bozzano (6), S.
Pensieri (6), D. Wallace (7), J. Karstensen (7), L. Cotrim da Cunha (7), I.G. Priede
(8), A. Holford (8), L. Coppola (9), C. Tamburini (10), D. Lefèvre (10), S. Pouliquen
(11), T. Carval (11), S. Ghiron (12), O. Llinás-González (13), A. Cianca (13), O.
Melicio (14), C. Santos (14), P. Silva (14), M. González-Dávila (15), M.
Santana-Casiano (15)
(1) National Oceanography Centre, European Way, Southampton, UK,

(2) Geophysical Institute, Allegaten 70, N-5007 Bergen, Norway,

(3) Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, P.O. Box 712, 19013 Anavissos, Attika, Greece

(4) Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (Crete), Thalassocosmos, Former US base at
Gournes, P.O.Box 2214, Heraklion 71003, Crete, Greece,

(5) Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale, Oceanography Department,
Brogo Grotta Gigante 42/c, Sgonico (TS) 34010, Italy,

(6) Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Istituto di Studi sui Sistemi Intelligenti per
l’Automazione (ISSIA), Via de Marini 6, 16149, Genova, Italy,

(7) Leibniz-Institut für Meereswissenschaften, IFM-GEOMAR, Düsternbrooker Weg 20,
24105 Kiel, Germany,

(8) Oceanlab, School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen, Main Street Newburgh,
Ellon, AB41 6AA, UK,

(9) Laboratoire d’Océanographie de Villefranche-sur-Mer (LOV-UMR7093), La Darse BP 08,



Villefranche-sur-Mer 06238, France,

(10) Centre d’Océanologie de Marseille (COM), Case 901, Campus de Luminy, 13 288
Marseille Cedex 9, France,

(11) CORIOLIS data centre, PDG-DCB-IDM-ISI, Technopole de Brest-Iroise, BP70,
Plouzané, France,

(12) Océanopolis, DPCE department, Port du Moulin Blanc 1, Brest 29200, France,

(13) Instituto Canario de Ciencias Marinas, Carretera de Taliarte, Telde, Gran Canaria 35200,
Spain,

(14) Instituto Nacional de Desenvolvimento das Pescas, Mindelo, Cape Verde,

(15) Facultad Ciencias del Mar, Departamento de Quimica, Universidad de Las Palmas Gran
Canaria 35017, Spain,

EuroSITES is a European FP7 Collaborative Project which will integrate Europe’s
existing deep ocean observatories and contribute both to the subsea component of
GMES (Global Monitoring for Environment and Security) and to the Global Earth
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS).

Beginning in Spring 2008, EuroSITES will focus on enhancing and standardising the
currentin situ infrastructure of 9 European deep ocean sites through best practice and
common data management. The main objectives, scope and structure of EuroSITES
will be presented within the context of other European and international projects and
initiatives including ESONET, EMSO, ARGO, HERMES, MERSEA, OOI, Ocean-
SITES, ORION and NEPTUNE. Close interaction between these and other relevant
projects is essential to develop a unified approach to European and International ocean
observation.

The importance of the EuroSITES Oversight Committee will be highlighted as a key
advisory panel and driver throughout the duration of the project, involving leading
international scientists and key end users of ocean observational data such as the mod-
elling community, data managers and outreach specialists.

The EuroSITES community supports Research and Development of innovative ocean
observation technology. Specific science missions to be carried out within EuroSITES
including the measurement of deep ocean oxygen consumption, mesozooplankton and
pH will be briefly described. These all aim to progress European ocean observation
technology beyond the current state-of-the-art.


