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The isotopic composition of carbon in biomineralised tissues is commonly influenced
by both inorganic processes and biological ‘vital effects’. In non-photosynthesising
marine animals the carbon utilised for biomineralisation may be derived from dis-
solved inorganic carbon and/or metabolically derived carbon, and ‘vital effects’
largely reflect changes in the proportion of metabolic and inorganic carbon incor-
porated into the biomineralised tissue. In all animals, metabolic rates (and thus the
amount of metabolically derived carbon available in the bloodstream) vary with am-
bient temperature, ecological conditions and body size. To compare carbon isotope
composition between individuals, or temporally within a sub-sampled biomineral, it
is therefore important to control for potential variations in ecological conditions and
body size. Fortunately, incrementally grown carbonate biominerals provide almost all
of the information needed to standardise measured carbon isotope compositions to a
common ecological environment and body size.

Using otoliths from deep water fish as an example I will demonstrate one method of
standardising for ecological and physiological effects on metabolic rates. I will show
how adopting a standardisation technique provides both a more reliable measure of
the carbon isotope composition of dissolved inorganic carbon and additional insight
into the behaviour and metabolism of the biomineralising organism.


