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In Vojvodina region, Serbia the surveillance monitoring should be the starting point
for gathering the needed informations on physicochemical, biological and hydromor-
phological elements (conditions) of all surface freshwater ecosystems (ground water
resources, transitional or coastal waters are treated separately) for assigning the def-
inition of a ’water body’, detecting the ecosystems with ’high’ or ’good’ status, and
those that are "at risk’ or can be classified as "poor" or ’bad’ quality water bodies.

The surveillance monitoring should be done on as much as possible wide range of
parameters including all WFD mandatory elements, but also some specific param-
eters like algal toxins (cyanotoxins - toxins resulting from massive ’water blooms’
by cyanobacteria, ichthyotoxins-massive development of dinophytes, etc.) or other or-
ganic or inorganic parameters/toxins that can originate either from intensive human ac-
tivities or natural background emissions. This monitoring should also give information
about the ’state change’ of the specific ecosystems, as an opposite approach to ’spatial
state classification’, due to: a) specific ’state change’ evolution of every ecosystem
regarding delineation of natural and humanly introduced water quality change, and b)
omitting the assigning of a ’reference site’ for every water body what has been proven
as a bottleneck in WFD implementation. This is done by gathering the historical data



where possible or/and via paleolimnological research.

It is used to provide information on which to base the establishment of a program of
measures for the achievement of the environmental objectives and specific measures
necessary to remedy the effects of accidental pollution. This approach is also used
to provide information on which to base the establishment of a program of measures
for the achievement of the environmental objectives and specific measures necessary
to remedy the effects of accidental pollution. As pointed in the results, the surface
water ecosystems in Vojvodina are under rapid and forced eutrophication in the past 25
years. Monitoring based on WFD principles should also enable objectives and specific
measures to mitigate and remedy the effects of prolonged cyanobacterial ’blooms’.
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