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Natural disasters have the potential to trigger hazardous materials releases in densely
populated and industrialized areas. However, there is little guidance available on how
local governments and communities can assess natech risk, or on how they can prepare
for or avoid natech disasters. In addition, local governments often do not have the re-
sources nor the expertise to carry out detailed hazard risk assessment and vulnerability
studies. Thus, a methodology that allows experts as well as non-expert personnel to
easily and quickly identify those areas of highest natech risk would be valuable. Once
areas of high natech risk are identified, resources could be directed for more in depth
analysis of problem areas.

This work presents a methodology for diagnosis of natech risk in urban areas. The
methodology is intended for use by local government officials and community repre-
sentatives. Determining factors related to vulnerability, exposure and hazard are pre-
sented and qualitative measures are recommended. Advantages and limitations of the
are discussed as well as its use for identifying factors which contribute most to natech
risk in a particular region.


