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During the past decade there has been significant progress in the development of capa-
bilities to provide better information and predictions for anticipating, monitoring and
recovering from unusual hazardous weather and seasonal climate anomalies. Some
of this progress has come through research projects such as the Global Energy and
Water Cycle Experiment (GEWEX) and through Earth Observation programs such as
the Integrated Global Water Cycle Observations (IGWCO) theme under the Integrated
Global Observing Strategy Partnership. IGWCO activities also provide a framework
for influencing the development of global observing systems and for providing the
infrastructure for making information from these advanced systems to those who are
most at risk.


