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The Space Science and Technology Department of the Rutherford Appleton Labora-
tory has been involved in designing, building and testing space instrumentation since
the late 1960s and has contributed to more than 160 space instruments. In the field
of Planetary Sciences, four instruments built in collaboration with RAL–SSTD have
been launched in the past decade and two are currently in operation; the surface sci-
ence package on Huygens, the evolved gas analyser on the Rosetta lander, the D-CIXS
instrument on SMART-1 and the Beagle 2 lander for Mars Express. These four pack-
ages cover a wide range of technologies and sensor types; from direct contact physical
properties measurements, through mass spectrometry and chromatography to in orbit
observation of the x-ray fluorescence signature of planet forming rocks.

This paper shows that in spite of the differences in science aims and sensor technol-
ogy, several common features, related to space technology, can be highlighted for the
benefit of others involved in space instrumentation for planetary studies.


