
Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol. 7, 08704, 2005
SRef-ID: 1607-7962/gra/EGU05-A-08704
© European Geosciences Union 2005

Polar ion conductivities in the equatorial atmosphere
measured during the PEASMA balloon experiment
with relaxation probes. Comparison with other balloon
measurements.
M. Hamelin (1), J.-J. Berthelier (1), P. Fanise (1), M. Godefroy (1), C. Guérin (1), S.
Maloreau (1), R. Trautner (2)
(1) CETP-IPSL / CNRS (michel.hamelin@cetp.ipsl.fr)

The PEASMA balloon electrical sensors were installed around a 1:1 mock-up of the
HUYGENS Probe that landed january 14th, 2005 on Titan. The main objective of the
balloon experiment was to test the HUYGENS instruments in the better known terres-
trial environment. In particular we obtained polar ion conductivity measurements from
the Relaxation Probe during the balloon flight and during the descent under parachute.
Our results are compared with other similar tests with mock-ups of HUYGENS and
with other current data. Gondola charging effects are also discussed.


