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The preliminary results of the Mercator-Ocean eddy permitting (1/4◦) global ocean
Prototype System (PSY3v1) assimilating satellite altimetry data are analyzed. This
system is the french contribution to the GODAE project for the global ocean and
should run operationnaly mid 2005.

The PSY3v1 global ocean analysis / forecast system is forced with daily surface fluxes
from ECMWF operational analyses, and constrained with JASON, ERS and GFO al-
timetry measurements for the year 2003. Independant in situ data of the Atlantic, Pa-
cific and Antarctic ocean basins are contrasted with the simulation results in order to
provide an estimation of the performances of the system. The results are also com-
pared with the Levitus climatology, and with the 2003 ARMOR weekly products,
which optimally combine satellite (SST, SLA) and in-situ (T/S profiles) near real time
observations.


