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The HIBISCUS project studies the impact of tropical convection on the upper tropo-
sphere and lower stratosphere at global scale, and part of the project is an assessment
of the quality of meteorological models in this region. In the frame of HIBISCUS
the historical record of long-duration IR Mongolfier and superpressure constant level
balloon observations back to 1981 were digitized. These data are used to evaluate the
accuracy of ECMWF re-analyses of temperatures in the tropical UTLS region.


