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Large rock avalanches on glacier since 2500 BP on the
Italian flank of the Mont Blanc massif.
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Very steep and elevated slopes on the Italian flank of the Mont Blanc massif are prone
to repeated rock avalanches which generally travel on glacier. The 1997 Brenva rock
avalanche is the most recent event having affected this alpine area. Our geomorpho-
logical study shows that other events affected: (i) the Miage Glacier during the 20th
Century ; (ii) the Brenva Glacier in 1920 and 1767 AD, during the Medieval period
as well as around 2500 BP ; and (iii) the Triolet Glacier in 1717 and ca. 1000 AD.
These Late Holocene rock avalanches are probably related to long term permafrost
degradation rather than to glacial thinning and debuttressing.



