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A short review of severe convection in the context of geophysical hazards is given.
Societal responses to geophysical hazards depend, in part, on the ability to forecast
the events and the degree of certainty with which forecasts can be made. In particu-
lar, the spactio-temporal specificity of those forecasts and their lead time are critical
issues. However, societal responses to geophysical hazards are not only dependent on
forecasting. Even perfect forecasts might not be sufficient without the development
of considerable infrastructure to allow a society to respond properly and in time to
mitigate the hazard. Geophysical hazards of extreme magnitude are rare events, which
tends to make funding support for appropriate preparations difficult to obtain. Focus-
ing on tornadoes, the infrastructure for dealing with them in the USA is reviewed.
Worldwide implications of the experience in the USA are discussed, with an empahsis
on its relevance to the situation in Europe.


