Multi-scale nature of kinetic solitary waves and double
layers: Theory, observations, and simulations

Li-Jen Chen (1), Jolene S. Pickett (2), Paul M. Kintner (3), William S. Kurth (2),
John D. Williams (4), Donald A. Gurnett (2)

(1) Space Science Center, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, USA
(<lijen@mailaps.org), (2) Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of lowa, lowa
City, 1A, USA, (3) School of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Cornell University, Ithaca,
NY, USA, (4) Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Montana, MT, USA

The vast parameter space of kinetic solitary waves and double layers strongly indi-
cates the multi-scale nature of these nonlinear electrostatic structures. These struc-
tures are so weakly constrained that for a fixed potential amplitude, they can exist in
size ranging from one Debye length to above hundreds of Debye lengths. We present
the first observational evidence of weakly constrained kinetic solitary waves detected
by the Polar spacecraft. We show solitary structures observed in the magnetosheaths
of Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, and a CME-driven interplanetary shock to further illustrate
the diverse characteristics of the structures and the wide plasma regime that supports
solitary structures. We discuss how multi-scale solitary structures can impact recon-
nection current layers. We present simulations of kinetic solitary waves to elucidate
their stability in different regions of the parameter space.



